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A Regular Meeting of Independent School District #564 Board of Education was held Monday, January 
11, 2016, beginning at 6:21 p.m. in the DSC Board Room.  The following board members were present: 
Chris Melbye, Kevin Ballard, Wayne Nomeland, Jon Lindgren, Mike Spears, and Misty Hempel.  Student 
Senate members present were: Cassidy Wheeler and Brandon Kasprick.  Staff members present were:  
Laine Larson, Becky Carlson, Tanya Monson-Ek, Scott Brekke, Patrick Marolt, Bob Wayne, Sara Olson, 
Meg Kolden, Mandy Okeson, Kelly Weets, and Melora Bergee.  Also present were: Dave Hill and Lee 
Richards. 
 
 
Chairman Mike Spears called the meeting to order at 6:21 p.m. and Clerk Wayne Nomeland 
confirmed that a quorum was present. 
 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Mike Spears to approve the minutes of 
the December 14, 2015 Regular Board Meeting as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
A motion was made by Jon Lindgren and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the bills as 
submitted and on file in the School District Business Office.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Sara Olson, Mandy Okeson and Kelly Weets provided an update on the TRF Technology Conference 
which is being held on Monday, January 18, 2016 at Lincoln High School.  Olson explained that this was 
the second technology conference hosted by ISD-564.  The first, held in 2014, was attended by over 
460 regional educators. Attendance at this year’s conference is projected to be over 630!  Olson 
reported that the conference growth is due in great part to the amazing local presenters.  Weets 
provided details on several sessions including the “Fast/Free/Fabulous” session, which will include 20 
presenters each giving a 2-minute presentation. 
 
Thanks were given to Dave Hill, for his feature article “FMS – Lunch with the Superintendent” in the 
December 26, 2016, edition of the Northern Watch. 
 
Chairman Mike Spears read Governor Dayton’s Paraprofessional Recognition Week proclamation and 
thanked all the ISD-564 paraprofessionals for the incredible work they do supporting our students and 
staff. 
 
Melora Bergee, Director, Pennington County Little Brother, Little Sister reported on the status of pending 
mentors, mentees and active matches.  Bergee was excited at the progress being made with the COPS 
program which matches a local law enforcement officer with a student who then meet several times 
each month for lunch.  Bergee gave a report on the budget and research she has done on potential 
grants available for sustaining program funds.  Bergee discussed her plans for a pinewood derby 
fundraiser to be held this summer and reported that several community businesses have already 
expressed interest in assisting with and supporting this event.  
 
Business Action Items: 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the Consent 
Agenda as amended, and as appropriate, per negotiated contract, salary and benefits and an 
acceptable background check.  Motion carried unanimously.   



 
 
 
 

1. Approve the employment of Jordyn Nelson, Latch Key Student Assistant, effective January 
4, 2016. 

2. Approve the employment of Erin Dalquist, Latch Key Student Assistant, effective January 
4, 2016. 

3. Approve the employment of Samantha Finger, Latch Key Student Assistant, effective 
January 4, 2015 

4. Approve the employment of Nancy Fladeland, Kitchen Helper at CES, 3.25 hours/day, 
effective January 4, 2016. 

5. Approve the employment of Jessica Schiele, Special Education Paraprofessional at LHS, 
6-7 hours/day, effective January 11, 2016. 

6. Approve the employment of Anna Woinarowicz, Teacher at CES (LTS), effective from 
approximately January 5, 2016 through March 24, 2016. 

7. Approve the employment of Jane Anderson, Teacher at CES (LTS), effective from 
approximately January 4, 2016 through February 12, 2016. 

8. Approve leave of absence for Diane Paulson, Teacher at FMS, effective from 
approximately December 17, 2015 through February 12, 2016. 

9. Approve leave of absence for Kyla Butcher, Cleaner at LHS, effective from approximately 
January 20, 2016 through March 2, 2016. 

10. Terminate employment of Cassandra Horgeshimer from position of Cleaner, effective 
November 5, 2015. 

11. Terminate employment of Loren Barrett from position of Cleaner, effective November 16, 
2015. 

12. Approve leave of absence for Erika Kahlhamer, Teacher at LHS, effective from 
approximately May 16, 2016 through June 6, 2016. 

13. Approve leave of absence for Konnie Christensen, Teacher at CES, effective from 
February 1, 2016 through February 8, 2016. 

14. Approve the employment of Karissa Capes, Temporary Elementary Title I Teacher at CES, 
effective January 12, 2016. 

 
 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Chris Melbye to establish and post for 
an Educational Assistant position at CES – School Readiness for up to 25 hours/week, 
effective immediately.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Chris Melbye to approve pay for 
teacher overload beginning November 10, 2015 through the end of the 2015-2016 school year 
for Tiffany Litman, CES Special Education Teacher (EBD).  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
A motion was made by Jon Lindgren and seconded by Mike Spears to approve MSBA 
Policies:  520 – HIV Policy; 522—Student Medications; 525 – Immunizations and 570 – Lice 
Policy as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
A motion was made by Jon Lindgren and seconded by Wayne Nomeland to approve a 
depository agreement with Northern State Bank for the period of January 11, 2016 to January 
11, 2018.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Jon Lindgren to approve the following 
food service lunch prices for students, starting on January 25, 2016 (all other prices will 
remain the same): 

 
Lunch: 
K-5:  $2.70 



6-8:  $2.75 
9-12:  $2.80 
 

Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Jon Lindgren to approve the five year 
lease agreement with Santander Bank for leasing one 2017 IC/CE 77 passenger bus at a 
payment of $21,024 per year.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Student Representative Report: 
Brandon Kasprick talked about PSEO and the coordination of classes at LHS and NCTC.  He 
provided an update on the Match League’s standings and invited the board to stop by the 
Science Fair, which is being held on January 10, 2016 at FMS. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Wayne Nomeland reported that the MEC Committee is enlisting the help of the NW MN 
Foundation to develop future goals.  The Committee intends to gather community input to 
develop goals and to collaborate with established groups, when possible, to maximize 
effectiveness.  
 
Kevin Ballard, Jon Lindgren and Mike Spears advised that the Finance Committee has begun 
reviewing the 2016-2017 budget.  The Committee will continue to monitor the Food Service 
budget, and were pleased to report that a mild winter and lower fuel costs have had a 
positive impact on the current budget. 
 
Tanya-Monson-Ek reported that she and Superintendent Larson had been working on 2016-
17 budget projections and will begin working with department heads next week.  Monson-Ek 
advised that the December Child Count was steady at thirty-four (34) percent. 
 
Superintendent Larson advised that Katie Piekel had offered to assist with the development 
of a revised mission statement.  Piekel will be available on Tuesday, April 12, 2016 prior to 
the Principal/Administrator Academy.  Larson invited the Board to attend the January 19th 
City Council Meeting which will include discussion on the renovation of the old Sanford 
building located near the DSC into apartments and the possibility of this being a TIF district.  
Larson reported that enrollment numbers continue to remain steady.   Larson advised that 
Officer Andy Hart had accepted the ISD-564 Resource Liaison position and would report on a 
full-time basis March 1, 2016.  He will attend a February meeting to meet the board. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 
 
 
 Mike Spears, Chairperson    Wayne Nomeland, Clerk 
                /s/       /s/ 
            
 

	
	
 


